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believes it to be only a tiresome professional
platitude, the kind of sentiment in which older
people think fit to indulge for the purpose, if
possible, of throwing cold water on innocent
enjoyment.
Yet, after all, how very few people there are
who do learn the further lesson! The successful
man generally continues to show to the end of his
life a contempt for unsuccessful persons, xvhich is
only good-humoured because of the consciousness
of his own triumph ; how rare, again, it is to find
an unsuccessful person who does not attempt, if
he can, to belittle the attainments of his successful
rival, or who at least, if he overcomes that tempta-
tion from a sense of propriety, feels entitled to
nourish a secret satisfaction at any indication of
failure on the part of the man who has obtained
the prize that he himself coveted in vain. Yet if
one has ever seen, as I have, the astonishing
change of both work and even character which
may come over a boy or a young man who is
perhaps diffident and indolent, if one can get him
to do a successful piece of work, or push an
opportunity in his way and help him to seize
it, one hesitates before ruling out the use of
ambition as an incentive. Perhaps it is uneasy